
26th Congress, 
lsf Session. 

Rep. No. 95, Ho. of Reps. 

AUGUSTIN LACOSTE. 
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 91.] 

March 5, 1840. 

Mr. Dellet, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, made the fol‘ 
lowing 

REPORT: 
The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the peti¬ 

tion of Augustin Lacoste, ivith the accompanying evidence, having ex¬ 
amined the same, report: 

That the evidence submitted shows Augustin Lacoste, on the 2d day of 
December, 1803, obtained a Spanish permit from Carydano Perez, by virtue 
whereof he located and settled on six hundred and forty acres of land, sit¬ 
uate on the Bon Secour river, east side of Mobile bay, now in the county of 
Baldwin, State of Alabama. 

The petitioner states that he resided on and cultivated said tract of land 
previous to the occupation of the southern part of Alabama by the United 
States; and that he has continued uninterruptedly to live on and cultivate 
the same from that time to the present moment; which statement is fully 
sustained by the evidence accompanying the petition. 

The petitioner states he filed a claim to the said tract of land before the 
commissioner of the United States, Willliam Crawford, Esq.; but either 
from his own ignorance, or the negligence of his attorney, evidence of his 
inhabitation and cultivation thereof was not exhibited to said commissioner. 

The petitioner revived his claim before the commissioners who succeeded 
Mr. Crawford, viz: Messrs. Barnet and Barton ; established by proof his ill- 
habitation and cultivation of said tract of land ; and received from the regis¬ 
ter and receiver, Messrs. Barton and Dameron, acting as commissioners, a 
certificate of confirmation under the act of Congress of the 8th May, 1822, 
for a donation of six hundred and forty acres of land, with an order of sur¬ 
vey : a survey was made, and approved of by the Surveyor General. All 
which is corroborated by the order, survey, and certificates, annexed to the 
petition. 

The petitioner states that, on making application for a patent certificate at 
the Land Office, he was informed no record of the action of the commis¬ 
sioners (Messrs. Barnet and Barton) had been made, though his claim was 
fully recognised in the report of certificates issued for revived land claims; 
the report of the petitioner’s claim being No. 5, certificate No. 8, claim No. 
11, dated June 17, 1823 ; which appears by an abstract from the land 
office at St. Stephen’s, Alabama, under the certificate of James Magoffin, 
register. 

The committee recommend the passage of an act quieting the said Au¬ 
gustin Lacoste in his possession of the said tract of land, and vesting in him 
the fee simple thereof. 
Stair & Rives, printers, 
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